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Morton Attorney-General, stated, that the paper ccntained an account of the murder, authenticated on every
page, containing nine pages, by the hand writing of the prisoner, and- accompanied by a note in the hand
writing of Joseph Jenkins Knapp, Jr., stating that he had done it without pledge or bribe, or solicitation of any
person whatever. If that was not to be introduced, he did not know what could be given in evidence. Mr.
Gardiner was about going on to argue against the admissibility of the confession, when Judge Putnam
remarked, that all the facts relating to the mode in which they were obtained should be first known, and
accordingly. Mr. Coleman was again called, and testified. I first beard of the arrest of the Knapps on Thursday
morning, the twenty-seventh, but 1 did not visit him that day, but went on Friday morning. I consulted,
previously, with 8 om of the gentlemen of the Committee of Vigilance, in regard to visiting them, and in regard
to the charges alleged against them. I obtained their consent to visit the prisoners. I went first to the house of
Capt. Joseph J.Knapp, senior, and saw Mrs. Knapp, the wife of Joseph J.Knapp, junior, Mrs. Beckford, her
mother, Miss Phippen, the house-keeper, Capt. Knapp, Samuel Knapp and Phippen, and conversed with the
family. I went to the prison with the knowledge and approbation of the family. I had been informed thai the
prisoner was to be arraigned at teno...
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