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indexed. Not illustrated. 1848 Excerpt: .it had been under the strictest operation of the Act of Conformity. He
rejoiced at being enabled to come to the conclusion that he should not endanger either the Constitution or the
Church, by removing, as Lord John Russell proposed, the disabilities of the Jews; and he rejoiced the more,
because he felt that if ever there was a race of men to whom every Christian country owed reparation for the
infliction of cruel wrongs and savage persecution, it was the Jews. He defied any man to read, without
shuddering, the description of those persecutions in the early historians of our own country who were not Jews,
but Christian Ecclesiastics. He quoted from Mr. Hume and Mr. Sharon Turner s History q/ England descriptions
of them, which were perfectly appalling. Could we even be sluprised, if, aIer being pressed down so long by
persecution in this land, in the midst of their suflerings they had remembered Jerusalem P But he was happy to
say that there was no degradation among the Jews; in point of charity, benevolence, industry, talent, and
wealth, they were on an equality with the rest of their fellowsubjects; and that being the case, it was his object to
relieve them from all future exclusion. He had another object in supporting this Bill. The Jews in many countries
were still an oppressed race. They were oppressed in Poland. In Syria they had been exposed within the last few
years to a sanguinary persecution....
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