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Number: KF27 . E3396 2007c OCLC Number: (OCoLC)192021710 Subject: Schools -- Health promotion services --
United States. Excerpt: . . . he information. So I am skipping my speech. I think that is a first, by the way. Thank
you for joining us today, and now I yield to the ranking member, Mr. Platts, for his opening statement. The
opening statement of Chairwoman McCarthy follows: Prepared Statement of Hon. Carolyn McCarthy,
Chairwoman, Subcommittee on Healthy Families and Communities I am so pleased to welcome you to the
Subcommittee on Healthy Families and Communities hearing on using school wellness plans to fight childhood
obesity. I am even more pleased at the large level of interest in this hearing, both from my fellow Members of
Congress and from those who wish to make the world a better place for our children. I am sorry that we could
not accommodate everyone who wished to be on our panels, but I look forward to reviewing the submitted
testimony as we move forward. Childhood obesity is not only sweeping our nation, but is found in other
industrialized nations such as Japan and emerging nations like China. As a nurse and Chairwoman of the
Subcommittee on Healthy Families and Communities, I wanted to give this issue the attention it deserves. There
is no need to discuss whether or not childhood obesity has reached epidemic proportions in our nation: it has.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the National Academies of Science, among many other
institutions, openly discuss our nations childhood obesity epidemic. In 2005, it was estimated that nearly 9
million children over age 6 were considered obese. Childhood obesity is found in all 50 States, in both young...
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