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for every soldier. It is therefore not surprising that the US Army Special Forces have been steadily reviving the
nearly lost arts of tracking and countertracking for the past several years. From the preface page: SF Soldiers
routinely employ unconventional tactics and techniques while conducting operations unilaterally and with
indigenous assistance. The conduct of SF differs from conventional operations in the degree of political risk,
operational techniques, independence from friendly support, and dependence on detailed operational
intelligence and indigenous assets. The success of SF operations within these parameters depends greatly on
the team s ability to read signs for defensive purposes and its ability to use that same knowledge to minimize
the signs it leaves when transitioning through hostile terrain. This training circular provides a doctrinal
framework for Special Forces personnel involved in tracking and countertracking operations. Tracking,
countertracking, and dog-tracker team operations are basic and fundamental to every SF operation whether
offensive or defensive in...
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