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co-ordinates. We may then have the advantage of a geometrical

analogy. Let the co-ordinates be f rj, f, and let the equations of
motion be written d? d? Let a geometrical point P move in space
so that its co-ordinates referred to any axes aref, rj, Then the
position and motion of the point exactly give us the position and
motion of the system. 12. Looking at the equations of motion just
written down we see that they are similar to those which give the
oscillations of a system about a position of equilibrium, but that
there are in addition terms E-, F-, c. The general effect of these
terms, as will appear from what follows in the subsequent
chapter, is to increase the stability. If we transpose these...
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