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genre of historical fiction set among the characters of the New Testament. The novel was a phenomenal best-
seller; it surpassed Harriet Beecher Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin (1852) as the best-selling American novel and
retained this distinction until the 1936 publication of Margaret Mitchell's Gone with the Wind; Ben-Hur surpassed
Gone with the Wind in sales following the 1959 release of the MGM film. In 1912, Sears Roebuck published one
million copies to sell for 39 cents apiece: the largest single-year print edition in American history. Pope Leo XIII
read Ben Hur and the book was the first work of fiction to be blessed by a Pope. 156 pp. Englisch.
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