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de Ste. Marie was but a military post of the United States, in the
midst of a village of Indians and half-breeds. There were,
perhaps, a dozen white residents in the place, including the
family of the Baptist Missionary and the Agent of the American
Fur Company, which had removed its station hither from
Mackinac, and built its warehouse on this river. But since the
world has begun to talk of the copper mines of Lake Superior,
settlers flock into the place; carpenters are busy in knocking up
houses with all haste on the government lands, and large

warehouses have been built upon piles driven into the shallows
of the St. Mary. Five years hence, the primitive character of the

place will be altogether lost, and it will have become a bustling

Yankee town, resembling the other new settlements of the West.
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