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Number: 53226206 Excerpt: . . . The Colombian Army cannot operate and maintain the U. S. -provided
helicopters at current levels without continued U. S. contractor support because it does not yet have sufficient
numbers of qualified pilots and mechanics. U. S. Embassy Bogot officials estimate that up to 150 million a year
is needed to sustain the ongoing programs; additional assistance may be needed for other recently initiated
efforts. In recent years, the Colombian National Police aerial eradication program has had mixed results. Since
1995, net coca cultivation rose in every year until 2002 and net opium poppy cultivation remained between 6,
100 to 7, 500 hectares. But, in recent months, the Office of National Drug Control Policy reported that net coca
cultivation in Colombia decreased 15 percent in 2002, from 169, 800 hectares to 144, 450 hectares, and net
opium poppy cultivation in Colombia decreased 25 percent in 2002, from 6, 500 hectares to 4, 900 hectares - the
second yearly decline in a row. U. S. Embassy Bogot officials attributed this recent success primarily to the
current Colombian governments willingness to spray coca and poppy plants without restriction in all areas of
the country. They also noted that the number of spray aircraft available had increased from 10 in July 2001 to
17 in January 2003, and a U. S. contractor began helping the Colombian National Police to, among other
things, maintain its aircraft, resulting in greater availability for spray missions. These officials estimate that
about 80 million a year is needed to continue the program at its current pace. Page 4 GAO-03-783 Drug Control
in Colombia This item ships from La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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