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Practices A small percentage of the fourth-grade students in Guam ( 1 percent ) had mathematics teachers who
reported being very knowledgeable about the NCTM Standards. This percentage was smaller than the
percentage whose teachers reported having little or no knowledge of the Standards ( 63 percent ). None of the
eighth-grade students in Guam ( 0 percent ) had mathematics teachers who reported being very knowledgeable
about the NCTM Standards. In eighth grade, about one third of the students reported taking eighth-grade
mathematics ( 32 percent ), compared to 42 percent taking prealgebra and 21 percent taking algebra. The
percentage of students taking algebra did not differ significantly from that for the nation ( 24 percent ). About
one third of the eighth-grade students expected to take prealgebra ( 11 percent ) or algebra ( 24 percent ) in the
ninth grade. Another 18 percent anticipated taking a geometry class. The percentage of fourth graders in
Guam whose teachers reported spending four hours a week or more on mathematics instruction ( 56 percent)
was smaller than the percentage for the nation ( 69 percent ). The percentage for Guam in 1996 was smaller
than the percentage in 1992 ( 71 percent ). The percentage of eighth graders in Guam whose teachers reported
spending four hours a week or more on mathematics instruction ( 68 percent ) was greater than the percentage
for the nation ( 34 percent ). The percentage for Guam in 1996 was greater than the...
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