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of this form of transmission--as in the case of the spurs, plumes,
and brilliant colors acquired for battle or ornament by male
birds, and inherited by the females in an imperfect or
rudimentary condition. 88 This is the conclusion of Prof.
Gegenbaur, one of the highest authorities in comparative
anatomy; see Grundziige der vergleich. Anat., 1870, s. 876. The
result has been arrived at chiefly from the study of the
Amphibia; but it appears from the researches of Waldeyer (as
quoted in Journal of Anat. and Phys., 1869, p. 161), that the
sexual organs of even the higher vertebrate are, in their early
condition, hermaphrodite. Similar views have long been held by
some authors, though until recently without a firm basis. al The
male Thylaeinus offers the best instance. Owen, Anatomy of
Vertebrates, vol. iii. p. 771. 28 Hermaphroditism has been
observed in several species...
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