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Planning. Excerpt: ... 11 Understandable Laws and Clear Decisions. - Laws governing uses of ocean and coastal
resources should be clear, coordinated, and accessible to the nations citizens to facilitate compliance. Policy
decisions and the reasoning behind them should also be clear and available to all interested parties.
Participatory Governance. - Governance of ocean uses should ensure widespread participation by all citizens
on issues that affect them. Timeliness. - Ocean governance systems should operate with as much efficiency and
predictability as possible. Accountability. - Decisionmakers and members of the public should be accountable
for the actions they take that affect ocean and coastal resources. International Responsibility. - The United
States should act cooperatively with other nations in developing and implementing international ocean policy,
reflecting the deep connections between U. S. interests and the global ocean. Ecosystem-based Management
Ecosystem-based management emerged as an overarching theme of the Commis-sions work. To move toward
more ecosystem-based approaches, managers must con-sider the relationships among all ecosystem
components, including human and nonhuman species and the environments in which they live. Management
areas should be defined based on ecosystem, rather than political, boundaries. A balanced precautionary
approach should be adopted that weighs the level of scientific uncer-tainty and the potential risk of damage
before proceeding. In moving toward an ecosystem-based approach, the U. S. Commission on Ocean Policy
considers the following actions absolutely critical. First, a new national ocean policy framework must be
established to improve Federal...
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