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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Classic fantasy novel of love and
reincarnation.In the novel, Haggard s 47th out of an eventual 58, the reader encounters the young Godfrey
Knight, the son of a puritanical parson, who lives in the Essex countryside. From childhood on, he and his
neighbor, Isobel Blake, the daughter of a wealthy, boorish shipping magnate, have been strangely drawn to
one another, although their natures are wholly dissimilar. Whereas Godfrey is a dreamer who dwells on matters
both metaphysical and astronomical, Isobel is a hardheaded materialist who disbelieves all that she cannot
prove and see, pooh-poohing Godfrey s talk of reincarnation and such sundry matters. The two are separated
at age 17, when Godfrey is sent to Switzerland by his father to learn French and to remove him from Isobel s
irreligious influence. Once in Lucerne, Godfrey meets a dying benefactress and falls afoul of a group of
spiritualists (the head spiritualist, Madame Riennes, whom Haggard depicts as a sort of Madame Blavatsky
type, will remain Godfrey s nemesis throughout this longish story). Later, he returns to Essex and declares his
love for Isobel but is separated from her once again by military service, a lengthy stay in India, and the travails
of World War 1. Ultimately, despite their fathers many attempts to keep them apart, the two DO unite in holy
matrimony, but unfortunately, their earthly happiness is a short-lived one. But, as the author makes
abundantly clear, their reunion in the realm of the afterlife will surely be a glorious one.
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